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“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MiIcaH Iv: 2. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 192.] 
Now, I believe that the same God rules to-day that ruled then; and I 
believe that He has called this people for the same purpose that He called 
the seed of Abraham before—that He might name His name upon us, and 
_ that He might gather together a peculiar people, a righteous people, a 
people whose eyes are single to the glory of God, a people who love the 
Lord with all their might, mind and strength, and who love their neighbor 
as themselves. For this is what the Lord commanded us in the revelation 
which I have read to you to-day. And I believe that the man or the 
woman that would deny the hand of God in blessing these valleys for the 
sake of the people that dwell in them would be guilty of blasphemy, and 
would withhold from God the credit that is due to Him for His mercies to 
the children of men. Are not the Gentiles blessed? Yes, they are, upon 
all this great land. Why? Because not only is this Territory of Utah, and 
the other surrounding Territories which are occupied more or less by the 
Latter-day Saints, the land of Zion, but this whole continent of America 
is the land of Zion. It is a choice land above all others on the face of the 
earth. You cannot find its equal, in all respects, upon the face of the 
globe. I have traveled a little in the tropics and in the eastern world, 
but I have seen no land that can compare with this. It is a choice land. 
The Lord says so in His blessing, through His servant Jacob, upon the 
sons of Joseph, to whom this land was promised as an inheritance—an in- 
heritance that should excel that of their brethren. It is also declared in 
the Book of Mormon that it is a choice land above all other lands. 
Furthermore, the Lord has said that no king shall rule in this land, ex- 
cepting God and Christ. How truly this is verified. This land is not the 
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birthplace of monarchs of tyranny. It is the birthplace of freedom, the 
land of liberty, the land of peace, the land of plenty, a land flowing with 
milk and honey. It is a God-blessed land unto all men who dwell on it, 
and especially to all that will honor the name of God upon it; and it is 
more blessed unto those that acknowledge the hand of God tn all things. 
Surely, then, those that do not honor the name of God and do not ac- 
knowledge His hand in all things will share, at least in part, its blessings. 
The Lord says in this revelation: “And in nothing doth man offend God, 
or against none is His wrath kindled, save those who confess not His hand 
in all things, and obey not His commandments.” If, then, the unbeliever 
is blessed upon this choice land, how much more blessed will the believer 
be if he will only be faithful, honor the name of God, and acknowledge 
His hand cheerfully in all things. 

This is the object for which the Lord has raised up a Prophet in this 
dispensation. This is the object for which He has organized His Church 
in the midst of the children of men. It is for this reason that the Holy 
Priesthood has been restored to the earth. God has opened the windows 
of heaven, and again appeared in person unto man in this age, in order 
that the world might not go into absolute darkness in relation to Himself, 
but that infidelity might be stayed, that unbelief might be checked, that 
faith might again spring up in the hearts of the children of men, and that 
there might be a people gathered from every nation and from every 
tongue and people who would acknowledge the hand of God in all things, 
would love Him with all their might, mind and strength, who would seek 
to love their neighbor as themselves, who would seek to do unto others as 
they would have others do unto them, who would seek righteousness 
rather than iniquity, who would bless God in their hearts and honor Him 
in their lives, and who would bless the earth, and ask God to bless it, and 
sanctify it by their good works and by their faithfulness unto the name 
of the Most High God. 

Now, if you want the land to become more blessed, if you want to en- 
joy in greater abundance the good things of the earth, do better, be more 
righteous, be more honest before the Lord, honor His laws and keep His 
commandments more faithfully than you have done in the past, and the 
Lord will pour out more and greater blessings; for it is said here in the 
revelations that He designs to make us the richest of all people. The 
riches of the mines, the riches of the soil, the riches of our flocks and herds 
as well as the riches of eternal life—-which is the greatest gift of God—He 
has designed to bestow upon His children that will keep His command- 
ments and honor His name. But whosoever will not do this, there will a 
time come when the justice of God will reach that person or people, and 
they will receive their reward. 

Let us pause right here fora moment. We do not preach the gospel of 
fear. We do not seek to terrorize the souls of men. We do not ask a man 
to be righteous because of the terrors of the damned. We do not want 
you to be good because you fear the punishment of the wicked. We do 
not want you to do right because of the penalty that attaches to the 
doing of wrong. We want you to choose the right because it is right, and 
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because your heart loves the right, and because it is choice above every- 
thing else. We want you to be honest, not merely because it is the best 
policy, but because in so doing you honor God, and you carry out His 
purposes in your lives; for “an honest man”—it is an old, and perhaps an 
hackneyed, saying—‘“is the noblest work of God.” We want to be honest 
because we love God, and we cannot be the Saints of God without we are. 
We should be good because we love to be good, and not because we fear 
the consequences of evil. Yet we should not despise the judgments of 
God that will befall the wicked and ungodly; for I tell you he that does 
despise the judgments of God is more foolish than the little child who 
burns its hand; for when the child burns itself it afterwards dreads the 
fire, and it has intelligence enough to avoid it in the future; and he who 
sees the judgments of God and does not shun his evil way exhibits less 
wisdom than the child, and is certainly worthy of punishment. 

These are my feelings in relation to this Gospel which we have received. 
I love the truth. I thank God that I do love it. Why do 1 love the truth? 
Is it not because I am in some small degree living in touch with my 
Heavenly Father? If 1 were not living in touch with Him, if I had no 
association whatever with Him in spirit or in desire, would I love the 
truth, would I love to do good, would I love the people of God? No, but 
if we live in harmony with the designs of our Heavenly Father, if our 
hearts are drawn out toward Him, and toward our Elder Brother, the Son 
of God, our glorious Redeemer, through Him we are raised not only from 
the dead, but are also redeemed, or may be redeemed, from spiritual death, 
and be brought back into the presence of God. It is through the love 
that we have for Them, and through our wish to live in harmony with 
Their requirements and to become like Them, that we can love one 
another, and that we can have more pleasure in doing good than we ever 
could have in doing evil. There is no real pleasure in doing wrong, in 
committing sin. Nothing beneath the celestial kingdom can give you 
real, permanent joy and never-failing happiness except the doing of the 
will of God. That is the only way that you can possibly become the 
children of God. Therefore, it is necessary that we should do good to the 
uttermost, and that we should seek to love one another and to carry out 
the commandments of God. It is right that we should seek for His word, 
then carry it out in our lives, honor Him in all things, and thank Him 
that we have a desire to serve Him, for He it is who gives us that desire. 
We may not be righteous as He is righteous, or just as He is just, or pure 
as Heis pure; but if we are in some degree in harmony with Him and 
seeking to do His will upon the earth, we will have joy in that which is 
good, and we will not have pleasure in that which is not good. Upon 
this principle hang all the law and the prophets. One of old asked the 
Master which was the greatest of all the commandments, and He said 
unto Him: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great com- 
mandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” 
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The Lord has brought us together in the tops of these mountains, and 
He has given to us the Priesthood; has revealed to us the purposes for 
which temples are built, and the great principles which lie at the found- 
ation of this great work—the salvation not only of the living, but of the 
dead, which out-number by many fold those that are living. Not one 
dead or living person will pass beyond the Father’s notice, or will be left 
without hope. They will be brought to where they may receive the fullness 
of the Gospel, that they may be saved and exalted in the presence of 
God; or, rejecting that, they become the sons of perdition and heirs of 
destruction. So that our mission to the living is only a small proportion 
of the great work that God has in view in gathering this people together. 
The work for the dead increases and extends beyond everything that is 
here in the earth; for there are millions on millions that have died with- 
out the knowledge of the Gospel who are as worthy of salvation as you or 
I are worthy, and they will be brought to the knowledge of the truth by 
the preaching of the Gospel in the spirit world. As Jesus went to preach 
the Gospel to the antediluvians while His body lay in the tonib, so are 
Joseph the Prophet, President Young, President Taylor, and the Apostles 
that have died in this age in possession of the testimony of the truth, to- 
day preaching to the millions that have passed behind the veil without 
the knowledge of the Gospel. The hearts of the fathers will be turned to 
the children, and the hearts of the children must be turned to the fathers, 
or God will utterly destroy the earth, and it shall be found empty and 
waste at His coming. This is the work that is before us, and it can only 
be done upon the principles of righteousness. Men cannot do it in un- 
belief. Men cannot do it who are besmirched, befouled and corrupted 
with the practices of the world. God will not accept their services and 
their offerings. Therefore, it is necessary that we should purify ourselves, 
that we be pure as He is pure, that we may be exalted eventually in His 
presence, and stand upon Mount Zion as the saviors of men. May God 
grant this unto us, and may He give us to see the truth as He sees us, that 
we may see as we are seen and know as we are known, is my humble 
prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


THE DEDICATION OF OUR TEMPLE. 


WRITTEN FOR THE MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Ir I could say something that would help my brethren and sisters in 
foreign lands to feel and appreciate some of the great blessings which 
will be derived from this grand ceremony of dedication, I should be happy 
indeed. The question I would ask, and would ask you to ask yourselves, 
is, can those who live many miles away fron Zion be in any sense of the 
word, participators in this glorious event? You most certainly can, and 
to an extent undreamed of, until you make the trial. Let us reason 
together. What is expected by those who visit that holy place? First, 
we ask who shall visit there? Only those who have made themselves 
worthy by outward compliance with the laws of this Church. Ah, yes, 
and suppose some who have done this should be inwardly unclean and 
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unworthy to even enter the sacred portals? Well, my dear questioner, 
you and | know, that if in this world the unworthy can by outward works 
secure, apparently, the blessings which should only go to the pure in heart, 
it will hurt them more than it will you or I who watch them in their un- 
godly course; so we will let these unworthy ones go, and breathe a fervent 
prayer that God will awaken them to a sense of their unworthiness, while 
we ask what manner of men and women ought we to be who are striving 
to be pure inwardly and outwardly? I heard Apostle John W. Taylor tell 
an incident of singular power and of a most significant aspect, in relation 
to the dedication of the Manti temple. He was taking a party of tried 
Saints through the building, on a tour of inspection as directed to do by 
President Lorenzo Snow, and in one room, he felt suddenly come upon 
him the Spirit of God in mighty and wonderful power; it seemed to fill 
every crevice and corner of the room, as well as his whole body. He felt 
as if he could break into prophecy, but a feeling of modesty restrained 
him. This light and glory accompanied him and his party until they 
reached a certain room where a workman was tapping and pounding at 
some necessary improvement. The moment the noise was heard, that 
lovely influence fled, and returned no more. Everything in the house of 
God must be quiet, free from disturbance, and on sacred occasions, no 
evidences of the work and worry of life must enter to disturb or mar the 
influence there. Is not this one key for you, dear friends, who wish to 
obtain the same spirit which shall be present at the dedication? In the 
temple, everything must be clean, exquisitely so; everything must be 
quiet; everything must be pure as the spirit of purity itself. No strife, 
no envy, no bickerings, no quarreling, no hard feelings must be allowed 
to enter there. The place must be swept clean and garnished, before the 
Holy Spirit can enter and take possession. Everything contrary to these 
influences of peace, will hinder the flow of the spirit insomuch as they 
exist. Do you know what the Twelve are asking themselves and others? 
Have I any hard feelings towards my neighbor? Does any one feel that 
I have injured them? Have I donated liberally of my substance to the 
building of this great edifice? This is what is being asked by the Twelve, 
by the Presidency of Stakes, and by all the lower presiding authorities. 
And now, I want to ask you all to ask these questions of yourselves: Is 
my body and spirit pure and clean? Is my body uncontaminated by 
the things condemned in the Word of Wisdom? Do I attend to all my 
temporal and spiritual duties? Have I any hard feelings or does any 
one hate me? Can I not cleanse out the dwelling place of my own 
soul, so that it is a fit tabernacle for the angels to come and visit me? 
Do this, for you can, and then, when you have sanctified your body, bow 
yourself in prayer and ask that you may partake of the Holy Spirit in 
very deed on that great and solemn day, when all the hosts of heaven will 
be moved with loving joy that another, and the greatest temple yet on this 
earth, shall be dedicated with songs of men and angels to the service of 
the Most High. The spirit can visit you, it can touch you with divine 
fire if you are ready and anxious for it; and in your far distant homes in 
Babylon, the message of “Peace on earth and good will towards men” can 
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be sung in your ears, literally I mean, with the same power and glory that 
was manifested on the plains of Judea eighteen hundred years ago. It is 
sweet to dwell in Zion, when Zion is in your heart as well as in the ground 
upon which you tread; but it is sweeter to know that you are doing the 
will of God whether you are in Zion indeed, or out still in the nations of 
the earth, awaiting the call to come up and dwell with the pure in heart. 
God bless you, my friends and brethren out there, and on the sixth day of 
April, while I am fasting and praying for my own sake, I shall remember 
you in loving tenderness before the Throne of God, that a portion of the 
glory and light may visit you wherever you are, and whatever may be 
your lot. Your Sister in the Gospel of Truth, 
Susa Youne Gates. 


LUCK. 


WRITTEN FOR THE MILLENIAL STAR. 


WE frequently hear people say that “luck is against them,” or that they 
do not get on because they never get a chance, or that others always have 
good luck. Now, if they would study human life, they would find that 
God helps those who help themselves. Those who depend upon luck are 
like Mr. Micawber, always waiting for something to turn up, which, of 
course, never does. Those who wait on luck are like an old sheep who 
gets on his back and cannot manage to get up unless someone, or some- 
thing, aids him. Circumstances may sometimes favor an idle, waiting 
loafer on providence; but of what value are the circumstances if the man 
is not right himself? Make yourself an earnest, educated, well-trained 
personage, and you will not sing a miserable ditty to luck, either good or 
bad. There is a philosophical distinction between cause and condition 
which we should do well to ponder. If you place a stone in the soil 
instead of seed, not all the rain and sunshine can ever make other than a 
stone of it. The conditions are there but not the cause. 

Luck! Can anyone learn a trade, or a language, or self-restraint, or the 
way to be happy by luck? Character, culture, a good conscience, or a 
good name, these are not the gifts of luck. 

When Peter the Great learnt ship-building he did not rely on luck; nor 
did Ole Bull play the violin by luck. Fitness; that is the great lesson of 
all life, and then, when the door of opportunity opens, you may enter her 
abode with a smile. How many have been ruined by so-called “good 
luck.” Often, when we witness another man’s success, we exclaim, “what 
a lucky fellow;” that is the prompting of envy. 

There is a law of compensation in the universe, and the poor soul pays 
heavy penalty for this same “good luck.” The young clerk cannot take 
the foreign correspondence, simply because he has not devoted his spare 
time to French and German. He should not, therefore, complain of low 
wages; probably he gets as much as he is worth. 

If a youth applies for a situation, having on a dirty collar, and smelling 
of tobacco, he should not attribute the refusal he receives to bad luck. 

There is a large class of youth that are loungers, and one is led to 
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wonder what the world wants with them at all, and how much poorer it 
would be without them. There is an enormous waste of force in the 
world; undeveloped science, invention, skill, art, and industry, and yet 
we hear all this silly talk about chance. I believe there is no hope of 
driving out the contemptible spirit of envy, and desire for other peoples’ 
“luck” till we face fairly, and candidly the fact, that, the first great call 
of God to us is, that we be faithful to the powers within us, and then to 
await the chances, or possibilities without us. 

The happiest, noblest lives have not been what the world calls “lucky” 
ones. We should remember, after all, that to do God’s will, to render 
faithful service in our day and generation, and above all to be true Chris- 
tian men and women, valiant for purity, integrity, and right, to be un- 
selfish and brave, to be thankful and contented, to be ready for the best 
possible here, and to be matured for the everlasting best hereafter, these 
constitute the aims of every worthy spirit, and are matters not of chance, 
but of faith and duty, integrity and loyalty, making the present a prepara- 
tion for immortal honor, a becoming portico to a temple that shall be 
luminous with divine glory and vocal with divine praise for ever and 
ever. M. A. Y. GREENHALGH. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


On February 28, at Chicago, during a heavy wind storm, a five-story building was blown 
down, and ten people buried in the ruins, all of whom are supposed to have been killed. 

Ex-President Harrison has accepted a professorship in Leland Stanford University, Cali- 
fornia. He will deliver a series of lectures on constitutivnal law, commencing in October 
next. 

Great distress prevails in a number of districts in Russia, from scarcity of grain. The 
government has raised a relief fund of $600,000 to be distributed by special commissioners 
appointed for that purpose. 

Great Britain used for making beer in 1892 nearly 60,000,000 bushels of corn and bar- 
ley, and 209,672,000 pounds of sugar, or over one and a half bushels of grain and six 
pounds of sugar for every man, woman and child in the kingdom. Is it any wonder that 
the people are poor? 

On March 14 the dams on the Kalamazoo River at Howlardsville, to the south of the 
place, burst, and thousands of acres are inundated. Much property has been destroyed, 
and it is feared that a number of persons have perished in the floods. The river Kala- 
mazoo has reached the highest level on record. 

On March 14 a severe snowstorm raged over Minnesota, Northwest Wisconsin, and 
South Dakota. East of the Missouri River railway and vehicular traffic has been inter- 
rupted, and several deaths from exposure have been reported. At Bayfield, Wisconsin, 
a man has been frozen to death, and at Washburn, in the same state, two men have 
perished. 

The great battleship Indiana was launched on February 28 at Cramp’s shipyard, Phila- 
delphia, in the presence of thousands of people, including the President of the United 
States, the secretary of the navy, and other members of the cabinet, and a large delega- 
tion of congressmen and others who came down from Washington on a special train. 
When the blocks were removed the huge ship slid down the well-greased ways, tossed 
high in the air the waters of the Delaware river, and settled in position. In about a 
year she will be ready for service and turned over to the government. The vessel was 
named by Miss Jessie Miller, daughter of the attorney general. 


—— — 
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MONDAY, MARCH 27, 1893. 


THE PRESENT MOMENT. 


AcarnstT the attacks of a world filled with men whose minds, cut adrift 
from ancient moorings, have wandered wildly over seas of speculative 
doubt, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has been defending 
itself for now nearly sixty-three years, armed only with its own might 
and all-embracing message, and with the manifestation of a spirit of 
purity and virtue, of love and self-sacrifice, which, accompanied by the 
Spirit of God, has proved itself mightier to meet and weld together the 
hearts of men than all! the force and terror, all the mechanical organiza- 
tion, all the sexual baits with which the “mother of harlots” and her 
numerous progeny have brought to bear against it—their instinctively 
recognized at first sight, and internecine foe. 

And now truth has conquered. The weak things of this earth have 
confounded the strong. In spite of the devilish cruelties of persecutors; 
in spite of the contaminating influence of sin which has surrounded her; 
in spite of having to endure within herself continued outbursts of the 
evil passions, in which many of her members had once indulged, without 
check ; in spite of the most monstrous cruelties inflicted upon her disciples 
by scoundrels of the deepest dye; in spite of numerous counterfeits which 
have sprung up around her and within her; in spite of all the varied 
machinations of the Evil One, whose emissaries have ever been on the 
alert to gloat over her downfall,—in spite of all, she has conquered. The 
treasured honors of civic dignity, the glittering pageantry of the ensan- 
guined monarch—that supposedly impenetrablearmor of the nineteenth cen- 
tury—has been pierced by the shafts of the truth of the Everlasting Gospel. 

Such, at the present moment, is the result of the contest between truth 
and error. Will the final result be the same? Precisely; but the time of 
the great engagement can be greatly hastened by the actions of God’s 
children. God expects every man to do his duty. That duty consists in 
exalting himself and upbuilding the superstructure of his life throughout 
eternity upon a foundation of good deeds. This foundation can only be 
built by the improvement of the present moment; and as no man knows 
at what hour he may be called hence, necessity on his part for improv- 
ing every moment is apparent. We look around; here and there we 
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see men and women to whose shallow insight this age seems only an 
aimless chaos of sensuality and anarchy, fanaticism and hypocrisy; and 
who waste the precious moments of their lives in a lavish expenditure of 
time, means and vitality. On every hand can be seen the spend-thrift 
habits of our fellow-men, wasting the fleeting moments before scarcely an 
effort has been made to improve them. We can but live in the present; to- 
morrow will be to-day when itis here. Reformation is delayed, perhaps, but 
on, on moves Father Time, and we are farther and farther from our antici- 
pated bliss. This is the way the major part of humanity live; they delay the 
steps necessary to earn their salvation, and expect death to bring healing in 
his wings; and while despoiling them of an earthly life, to raise them to a 
beautified state of indolent inanity, Time, though silent in his tread, is re- 
morseless, and moves on with a rapid and irresistible tread, beneath which 
both prince and pauper, saint and sinner go down. Wealth and’station, 
though they may foster the pride of human nature, and in theglare of accorded 
homage, make the possessor forget that he can die, as can his poorer brother, 
yet a moment can change the entire aspect of his future, dry up the streams 
of plenty that supply his every want, and turn to gall the sweets just 
raised to his lips. Time is here, and his very presence seems to exhort us 
to improve the fleeting moments, for a moment lost now is far more than 
a moment’s loss to us in the future. 

And is not the present moment all we have to do with in any sense? 
The past is irrecoverable. The future is uncertain, nor is it fair to burden 
one moment with the weight of the next. If we had to walk a hundred 
miles, we still should have to set but one step at a time, and this process, 
continued, would infallibly bring us to our journey’s end. Fatigue gener- 
ally begins and is always increased, by calculating in a minute the exer- 
tion of hours. The beautiful sentiment of Longfellow : “ Look not mourn- 
fully back on the past, it is gone forever; wisely improve the present, it 
is thine; go forth to meet the shadowy future without fear and with a 
manly heart,” tell us that if we take care of the minutes the hours will 
take care of themselves. The teachings of Christ would not have us act 
different to this; for if we live in the light of His Gospel, we are expected 
to grow and increase in information and intelligence by the judicious use 
of each moment, and we cannot expect to realize our situation and privi- 
leges unless we brighten up our abilities and talents by putting them into 
useful exercise. They have been given us and it rests with us whether we 
will have them increased in brilliancy and power, or allow them to dwindle 
into a state of powerless inactivity. 

The Latter-day Saints are taught to improve each moment as it flies, 
to study what is for their benefit, and at the same time to practice what 
good they do know, that as their knowledge increases, so also may their 
perseverance and desires. They are taught to use this knowledge for a 
definite purpose, that it may prove beneficial to its possessor as well as 
others. They are taught that one of the illusions of to-day is that the 
present hour is not the critical, decisive hour. They know, and have it 
written on their hearts, that every day is the best day, and every moment 
the best moment in the year. W. B. D., JR. 
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Toronto, Canada, has a very skilful journalist in Mr. Edward Farrar, 
who writes as well on one side of a question as another. The great con- 
troversy which he started in the Globe, the other side of which was taken 
up by the Mail, of the same city, with great spirit, has excited great local 
interest, and almost led to riots. Since the controversy has cooled down, 
it transpires that Mr. Farrar conducted both sides. He wrote on one side 
in the morning and on the other side in the afternoon. 


REeLEASE.—Elder Thos. Salt is honorably released from his labors as trav- 
eling Elder in the Birmingham Conference, and is appointed to labor in 
the Sheffield Conference. 


Norwicu Conrerence Notice.—The Norwich Conference will be held 
in the Latter-day Saints Chapel, Chapel Street, Lowestoft, Suffolk, on 
Sunday, April 9, 1893. Meetings commence at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 
6:30 p.m. 


SUNSHINE. 


Dip you ever notice what a different aspect everything wears in the sun- 
shine from what it does in the shadow? And did you ever think what an 
analogy there was between the sunlight of the cloudless skies and the 
sunshine that gleams into the darkened chambers of the human soul! 
How bright and beautiful are the golden beams that break through the 
riven clouds to light up the world again after a succession of dark and 
stormy days! How peaceful and happy are the blessed words of hope and 
cheer that touch the heart and fill the soul with emotions of peace and joy 
after a long period of sorrow! There are none living who do not, in a 
greater or less degree, have an influence over the earthly happiness of 
others. The sense of contributing to the pleasure of others augments our 
own happiness. Unselfishness, charity, and loving kindness are sunbeams 
of the soul. 


THE THIRTEENTH WITNESS TO THE PLATES OF THE 
BOOK OF MORMON. 


It is well known that three witnesses, as well as Joseph Smith, testify of 
seeing an angel and hearing his voice, also of seeing the plates containing 
the characters from which the Book of Mormon was printed. 

There are eight witnesses who also testify of seeing and handling the 
gold plates. Twelve witnesses, including Joseph Smith. The thirteenth 
witness is Mary Musselman Whitiner, the wife of Peter Whitmer, sen., and 
mother of five of the witnesses. In 1887, we had the pleasure of visiting 
Uncle David Whitiner, as he is so familiarly known, and at other times 
since we have visited him, and held many familiar conversations with him 
on the subject of the coming forth of the plates, the translation of them, 
and the visit of an angel, which never failed to inspire him with enthu- 
siastic delight. On one occasion, while sitting with Uncle David by the 
fireside, he said: “My mother die@ while sitting in that very chair you are 
now occupying.” He feelingly spoke of the virtues and good acts of his 
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mother, and her kindness to Joseph Smith, the Prophet, and his party 
while they were translating the Book of Mormon at his father’s house in 
Fayette, Seneca county, New York. 

While in this mood of conversation he related to me a visit of the angel 
Moroni to his mother. Uncle David said: “My mother went to the barn 
to milk the cows, where she met a mysterious personage, who showed her 
the golden plates, turning them over leaf by leaf, with the exception of a 
portion of them which were fastened together with rings (the sealed part 
of the plates.)” 

David said this occurred after he had seen the same messenger on the 
way from Harmony to Fayette. When he brought Joseph and Oliver in 
his wagon from Harmony, Pa., he appeared walking with a knapsack on 
his back with the straps crossed on his breast. Uncle David asked him 
to ride with them, to which he replied, “No, I am going over to Cumorah,” 
and suddenly disappeared in the midst of a plain. 

David said that they felt a very strange feeling come over them, and 
Joseph, the Prophet, inquired of the Lord concerning it, and then said to 
the brethren that the mysterious stranger was Moroni with the plates of 
gold. It will be remembered that Joseph, the Prophet, was beset with a 
wicked class of men, who sought to steal the plates from him, so much so 
that his life was in danger; therefore he sought to know of the Lord the 
best mode of transferring the plates from Harmony to Fayette. They 
were finally taken in charge by the angel to deliver them to the Prophet 
again at the end of their journey. David told me that they felt the same 
heavenly influence after their arrival at his father’s home, previous to his 
mother’s visitation and view of the plates. He expressed his firm convic- 
tion of the truth of his mother’s testimony. 

On the 11th of October, 1888, Elder A. Jenson and myself, called upon 
John ©. Whitmer, the grandson of Mother Whitmer, who after our inquiry 
of him regarding what he knew of his grandmother's view of the plates 
said substantially as follows: ‘“My grandmother told me that the strange 
visitor met her as she was going to milk the cows, At first she was afraid of 
him, but he spoke so kindly to her, explaining to her the nature of the work 
of translation to go on in her house, that she felt a thrill of inexpressible 
joy, which removed all fear from her. Comforting words were spoken 
promising her strength and pleasure in her increased labors, and salvation 
atthe end. Moroni took from his knapsack the plates and exhibited them 
as already explained by David. The personage then suddenly vanished 
with the plates, and where he went, she could not tell. From that time’ 
my grandmother was enabled to perform her household duties with com- 
parative ease, feeling no inclination to murmur because her lot was a hard 
one.” 

John alsosaid: “I knew my grandmother to be a good, noble and truth- 
ful woman, and I have not the least doubt of the truth of her statement 
in regard to seeing the plates.” 

She was a strong advocate of the Book of Mormon until the day of her 
death. This was the only favored female to gaze upon the plates. 

Major Bidamon said to us on the 6th day of October last that Emma 
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Smith told him that she never had seen the plates, but that she had felt 
them when they were covered up. Thus Mary M. Whitmer, was favored 
above many because of her faithfulness and kindness to the servants of God. 
We have related with a degree of joy these precious incidents as we 
have received them, believing that they will prove interesting to many of 
the readers of the Jnstructor.—Edward Stevenson, in Juvenile Instructor. 


LONDON CONFERENCE. 


Minutes of the London Conference held at 36 Penton Street, Islington, 
London, March 12, 1893. There were present: President Alfred Solomon, 
of the Liverpool office, T. A. Clawson, President of, and W. Howick, A. C. 
Thorne, A. C. Young, W. J. Kelly, 8S. B. Clawson, E. M. Cole, J. D. Owen, 
W. S. Barnes, 8S. N. Cook, E. J. Farnes, F. H. Ottley, 8. M. Barratt, travel- 
ing Elders in the London Conference. 

10:30 a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Owens. Singing. 

President Clawson said it should be with feelings of pleasure and joy 
we assemble together to listen to the testimonies that the Elders may give 
us. The words of truth, when directed by the Spirit of God, will give us 
joy both in this life and in the world to come, if we will obey them, for 
the Gospel teaches us how to live; that there is a hereafter; and that if 
we are faithful we shall come forth in the morning of the first resurrection 
and reign with Christ a thousand years. 

Elder Thorne said we had met together in conference to strengthen each 
other, and learn of the things of God. We were engaged in a great work, 
building up the kingdom of God, that was to roll forth in the latter times, 
as predicted by the Prophet Daniel, and which was never to fall or be 
given to another people, and this is the kingdom which we have accepted. 
When we do the will of the Father we get a knowledge that enables us to 
testify that we know of the truth of the Gospel, and that Joseph Smith 
was a Prophet of God. 

Elder Barnes said there are many different beliefs, but the scriptures 
teach us that there is only one Gospel; we know that a mere belief will 
never save us. 

Elder Cook said the Savior and His Apostles predicted that the Gospel 
would be taken from the earth; and to-day we find many different de- 
nominations on the face of the earth, all saying, doing, and believing 
different things. This arises through the want of revelation, for when 
’ God had a Church he always raised up a prophet to whom He could reveal 
His mind and will. We Latter-day Saints know that God has again 
restored His Church upon the earth, and that Joseph Smith was raised 
up by God as a prophet. The people of the world do not believe this; 
but in time they will acknowledge it. To enable us to benefit by the 
blessings to be derived from the Gospel we must remain faithful. 

Elder Howick said he knew that God was with the Elders. Since he 
had returned to his native land he had seen the sick healed, and the lame 
made to walk, through the laying on of hands. Opposition is abroad, and 
the Elders have a great deal to contend with, and they must have the 
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Spirit of God. We must accumulate faith, and be able to fulfill the work 
we have been sent out to do; we have to take the message of peace and 
joy to the honest. The time will come when righteousness will cover the 
whole world. 

President Solomon said it was pleasant to meet together to be built up 
and refreshed in the things of God, and to receive of His Spirit. We 
have a knowledge that there is over us a Supreme Being—a Father in 
heaven, a Father of our spirits. We are placed on this earth in the iniage 
of our Father in Heaven. Our Father has all power; and we find that 
man has that power more or less. We have more todo than simply save 
ourselves. Children are placed in our charge; we must do all we can to 
lead them in the paths of life; as also our friends and those we come in 
contact with, that they may enjoy with us the blessings of the Gospel. 
Let us listen to the counsel that is given and profit thereby. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Young. 

2:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Cook. Singing. 

The sacrament was administered by Elders Ottley and Owen. 

Elder Cole said we live in a peculiar day and age of the world. The 
ancient prophets predicted the coming forth of a book, and we now testify 
that this book has come forth, and that it is the Book of Mormon. 
There is not a thing predicted by the prophets of God but what will come 
to pass. We may think we are few, but if we could see the mighty 
numbers that are on our side in the Kingdom of God we would take heart. 
My heart is full of joy that my Heavenly Father has chosen me to carry 
His Gospel to the nations of the earth. 

Elder Farnes said if we wish to keep our testimonies strong we must 
attend to our duties, and also attend our meetings. This Gospel is true, 
and I know it. Stick to the Gospel and do your duties, and God will 
carry you through. 

Elder Kelly said the knowledge that we are engaged in the work of God 
is sufficient to strengthen us for all ourduties. There are many principles 
of the Gospel that will be of benefit to us if we will partake of them with 
a proper spirit; if we do not go forth with a broken and contrite heart, I 
do not think that these ordinances will have the same benefit as if we did. 

Elder Owen had pleasure in bearing his testimony to the truth of the 
Gospel. If we take the teachings of our Lord and Master we find certain 
ordinances must be obeyed before we can expect to obtain a salvation. 
Many believe in baptism, but not for what it was intended—the remission 
of sins. : 

The authorities of the Church, of the European Mission, and of the 
London Conference were presented and unanimously sustained. 

President Clawson said the general condition of the conference was good ; 
the Saints felt well and were trying to do their duties, and al] seemed to be 
united together. The Ladies Relief Society, although small, was doing all 
it could among the poor. If we were faithful God would continue to bless us. 
On the sixth of April, at Salt Lake City, the temple would be dedicated unto 
God; there will be joy and rejoicing among all the Saints, and there will 
also be joy in the spirit world. The Prophet Joseph Smith declared that 
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the angel which John saw flying in the midst of heaven had flown, and 
that the Gospel was again upon the earth, and was being preached unto all 
nations, and we have received a testimony of the truth of this work. 

President Solomon said he felt that the Spirit of God had been with us. 
To-day we are living in a time when God had restored His Gospel, with 
prophets, apostles, etc., as before. After we have received a remission of 
our sins, we should sin no more. Through the frailties of human nature 
and our ignorance, we are liable to do and say many things that are not 
right. However, we meet from time to time to partake of the holy ordin- 
ance, the sacrament, and thereby renew our covenants and commence anew. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Ottley. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Farnes. Singing. 

Elder Barratt said, the spirit of God is with us to-day, and the testi- 
monies of our brethren will strengthen us. Let us be faitful and attend 
to our meetings, and every duty, and save ourselves from all the calamities 
that will overtake the world by obeying the commandments of God, and 
gather out of Babylon at the first opportunity. 

Elder S. B. Clawson said, when the Savior came to the earth, people pointed 
the finger of scorn at Him, and did not believe He was the Redeemer of 
the world. To-day it is the same, for when we come preaching the same 
Gospel, we are told that our religion is not wanted. He quoted several 
passages showing the necessity of obeying the first principles of the Gospel, 
if we expect to get a salvation in the kingdom of God. 

Elder Ottley said, the message that we bring to the world, ought to 
attract the attention of all, for there is plenty of evidence that it is true, 
and we tell them they can prove it by going to their Heavenly Father and 
asking in humble prayer for a knowledge of the truth of the Gospel. 

Elder Young said, we must either advance or retract in this Church; we 
cannot stand still, we must hold fast to the knowledge we have and seek after 
more. If we have only one talent improve on it; if we have one truth add to 
it. Let us have charity one to another ; study the Bible, the Book of Mormon, 
the Doctrine and Covenants, and continue to advance for Christ’s Church 
is a Church of advancement. If we will let the Spirit of God have influ- 
ence over us, we will overcome all things. It is in God that I trust to lead 
me through this life; not in any man. I have done the latter, and my 
experience has taught me to rely upon God alone. 

President Solomon said, the Elders have been called, as the early apostles 
were, by the spirit of revelation, to come forth and preach the words of 
life and salvation. It does not take years to go and learn the knowledge 
of the Gospel of Christ; we believe that every move that takes place in 
the Church of God is by revelation. By the revelation of God, His people 
are gathering together in the mountains. The spirit will enlighten our 
minds, and teach us regarding things past, present, and to come. What 
do we see taking place in the world, the things that have been revealed 
by the Prophet of God; plagues, wars, and rumors of wars; the seas going 
beyond their bounds, etc. 

Singing. Benediction by President Clawson. 

Wm. G. Bruce, Clerk. 
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UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
A willion dollars was offered and refused for Church or Antelope Island. 


The manufacturers of Salt Lake City have organized an exchange. Its object is to 
encourage and sustain home manufactories. ; 


The Arizona assembly have passed a bill authorizing woman suffrage in that territory. 
It is conceded that it will pass the senate and receive the governor’s signature. 


Snow has covered the grass on the western desert so deeply that the sheep owners have 
found it mecessary to ship hay from Ogden to their herds. The Southern Pacific sent out 
several trains of food. 

Salt Lake City is afflicted with bogus butter peddlers. Unscrupulous men are going from 
house to house selling oleo-margerine for country butter. The evil has become so great 
that the City Council is trying to stop it by ordinance. ‘ 

J. Z. Stewart, Jos. Kimball and Edward Hanson have petitioned the City Council of 
Logan for a franchise for the purpose of constructing and operating a street railway on 
any or all of the streets of Lugan. They purpose using horse cars. 

T. R. Cutler of the Lehi sugar works, has been negotiating with the farmers of Colorado 
for their crop of sugar beets. He states that probably 500 acres will be put in beets by 
the farmers in the vicinity of Delta and Montrose and the entire product will be handled 
by the Utah Sugar Company. 

Mr. R. C. Chambers, manager of the Ontario and Daly mines at Park City, two of the 
largest and most successful mines in Utah, places the cost of producing an ounce of silver 
from these mines at 624 and 684 cents, and the general cost of all the silver mined on the 
Pacific Coast at $1.30 per ounce. 

Two scoundrels, Arthur Winfield and Ed. Jones, negroes, outraged a white woman 
some time ago in Uintah county, and were sentenced to twenty-four years’ imprisonment 
each. Governor Thomas has received a petition for their pardon, endorsed by Judge 
Judd, Marshall Benton and others. 


Wm. Halstead and Blacksmith Perry, of Provo, partners, quarreled over business 
matters, and tried to settle it with guns. Perry fired twice at Halstead with a shot gun, 
the latter returned the fire with a pistol hitting Perry in the left side of his nose, the ball 
- coming out of his right jaw; wound not dangerous. 

Mr. A. Hanauer, jr., of Salt Lake City, has compiled a statement of the gold and silver 
output of Utah for 1892, for the use of the Director of the Mint, in making up his annual 
report, which is as follows: The total gold output for 1891 was $31,644; for 1892, $31,926, 
showing an increase of $282. The silver output for 1891 was 8,750,352 ounces; for 1882, 
7,762,257, showing a decrease of 988,095 ounces. 

Ogden has organized a Business Men’s Association with the following officers: President, 
Mayor R. C. Lundy; first vice-president, John Watson; second vice-president, John 
Seaman; secretary, C. H. Smurthwaite; treasurer, C. M. Brough; directors, R. C. 
Lundy, John Watson, John Seaman, Angus T. Wright, David Kay, H. H. Spencer, 
E. T. Woolley, Chris. Garff, George Driver, E. R. Christofferson and A. B. Patton. 


Senator Stewart has been sounding senatorial sentiment upon his plan to attach Utah 
to Nevada during the next Congress. Several years ago when it was proposed to annex 
Idaho to the state, the Nevada legislature passed a law permitting the federal government 
to attach new territory to the state of Nevada. As the law stands unrepealed it will only 
require concurred action of the two houses of Congress to wipe out the territory of Utah 
and add 200,000 population to the 40,000 who people Nevada. Senator Jones, understood 
to be strongly in favor of the plan and many senators who would have opposed Utah’s 
admission alone, will vote for a proposition which will not increase the silver vote in the 
Senate. 
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